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Welcome by the moderator

Introduction

How big — the contribution of energy
efficiency to the EU energy balance

How attractive — practical examples
about the importance of multiple impacts
for the energy efficiency narratives

Discussion

How simple — national level: practical
examples about how Energy Efficiency
First has been implemented, and how it
makes a difference

How simple — regional & local level:
making energy savings simple to achieve
for citizen

Debate with the participants

Arianna Vitali
Coalition for Energy Savings

Nikolaos Kontinakis
European Commission — DG ENER

Aline Guilmot
Belgium’s Federal Public Service of
Economy, and ODYSSEE-MURE project

Niklas Reinfandt
Fraunhofer ISI, Germany, and SEED
MICAT project

Angélique Lequai
DGEC - General Directorate for Energy
and Climate, France

Vesna Bukarica
EIHP — Croatia’s Energy Institute, and
ENEFIRST+ project

Altan Sahin
Austrian Energy Agency, and
SaveEnergyTogether project

The four projects are co-funded by the European Union under project IDs 101215674, 101120599,
101120880 and 101120878 respectively. Views and opinions expressed during the event are however
those of the speakers only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or CINEA.


https://interactive.eusew.eu/platform/eusew-2026/auth/register
https://interactive.eusew.eu/platform/eusew-2026/programme?day=2026-06-10&session=cmmw2e2jj00zi4a67h6sue2ov
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BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

This policy session at EUSEW 2026 will provide key figures and practical examples, to
support an informed discussion with policymakers about the post-2030 energy efficiency
framework.

The fit-for-55 package brought major developments, notably in the Energy Efficiency
Directive and Energy Performance of Buildings Directive. The number of provisions and level
of details may be seen as complex, diverting efforts from implementation. Whereas
simplification is among the priorities of the new Commission.

Energy savings and flexibility have been essential to overcome the recent energy crises. This
has created a momentum for energy efficiency, as seen in the Global Pledge to double
energy efficiency progress. In the meantime, energy affordability remains a key issue, while
the energy system is becoming incomprehensible to many consumers. It is thus important to
ensure that energy efficiency and related low-hanging fruits do not fade into the background.

The preparation of the post-2030 energy efficiency framework is an opportunity to put these
discussions into perspective. Coming back to facts & figures, and looking at practical
examples, can support an evidence-based policy discussion about the role and contributions
of energy efficiency to meet the Energy Union’s objectives.

The session builds on latest findings from major EU LIFE projects (ODYSSEE-MURE,
SEED-MICAT, ENEFIRST+ and SaveEnergyTogether), together with the experience of two
policy officers (EU and national level). We will discuss challenges encountered in policy
design and implementation, solutions to overcome them, and to what extent good practices
can be disseminated and scaled up.



https://sustainable-energy-week.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/post-2030-energy-efficiency-framework-public-consultation-launched-2026-03-20_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/post-2030-energy-efficiency-framework-public-consultation-launched-2026-03-20_en
https://commission.europa.eu/topics/climate-action/delivering-european-green-deal/fit-55-delivering-proposals_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2023/1791/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2023/1791/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2024/1275/oj
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/international-cooperation/eu-external-energy-engagements_en#global-pledge-on-renewables-and-energy-efficiency
https://www.odyssee-mure.eu/
https://micatool.eu/seed-micat-project-en/index.php
https://ee1st.eu/
https://www.climatealliance.org/saveenergytogether-online-hub/
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ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

Arianna VITALI ROSCINI N
€ ) mimcismis

Secretary General at The Coalition for Energy Savings

"‘ Arianna Vitali is Secretary General at the Coalition for Energy Savings
Pl since 2021. She has more than 15 years’ experience in energy efficiency
| policy at the EU level. Before joining the Coalition, she was Senior Policy
Advisor at BPIE where she managed research projects and steered BPIE work related to the
Renovation Wave. Previous to that, she was part of the climate and energy team of the WWF
European Policy Office, where she coordinated WWF advocacy on energy savings in Europe.

Nikolaos KONTINAKIS
”HE e

Team leader at DG ENER, European Commission

Nikolaos Kontinakis is Team leader in the Energy Efficiency Unit of the

: . European Commission's Directorate-General for Energy (DG ENER). The
mission of the Unit is to deliver on the Green Deal objective to prioritise energy efficiency by
developing and implementing the necessary legislation and by supporting the mainstreaming
of energy efficiency investments under the European Green Deal Investment Plan and the
Affordable Energy Action Plan.

Aline GUILMOT, PhD Eeconomie

Head of the “Energy Monitoring cell”
at DG Energy of the FPS Economy

ODYSSEE-

Aline Guilmot studied Biology at the University of Brussels (ULB). Since
2014, she has worked at DG Energy of the FPS Economy, S.M.E.s, Self-
employed and Energy. Previously in charge of Belgian (federal) natural
gas and coal energy balances (Regulation (EC) No 1099/2008). Since 2007, in charge of the
coordination on Energy Statistics needs in Belgium, of Quality improvement and Innovation in
Energy Statistics for Belgium. She’s a partner in the ODYSSEE-MURE project since 2016 and
member of the Technical Coordination since 2019.

Niklas REINFANDT, PhD Z Fraunhofer

ISI

Coordinator of Business Unit ‘Energy Policy’ at Fraunhofer ISI
And coordinator of the SEED-MICAT project

Since March 2022, Dr. Niklas Reinfandt has been working as a researcher
and project manager in the Business Unit Energy Policy of the Department
of Energy Policy and Energy Markets at Fraunhofer IS| (Germany). Since
April 2025 he has been Coordinator of the Business Unit Energy Policy. His research areas
include evaluation, design and analysis of various energy policy instruments and measures
with a particular focus on energy efficiency. From May 2022 to August 2025, he was also a
scientific advisor to the German Council of Experts on Climate Change, which focuses on
greenhouse gas emissions trends and reaching the emission reduction targets in Germany.
Currently, he is also coordinating the EU-LIFE project SEED MICAT.
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Niklas Reinfandt studied chemistry at the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) with a focus
on inorganic chemistry, polymer chemistry and transient absorption spectroscopy. From 2018
to 2022 he was a research fellow in the group of Prof. Dr. P. Roesky (KIT). He received his
doctoral degree in 2021 with his work focusing on the organometallic chemistry of rare earth
metals.

Angélique LEQUAI .
Policy Officer in charge of the Energy Efficiency Directive fﬁﬁiﬁé tcolociaue

at DGEC (General Directorate for Energy and Climate), [Nra=ry s
France [l

‘ Angélique Lequai has been involved for more than 15 years into the

sustainable development area for coping with climate change and energy
transition. She joined the French Ministry of Ecological Transition in 2018, and since 2022 she
is in charge of France’s reporting related to the Energy Efficiency Directive (EED). She is the
French representative in several international bodies dealing with energy efficiency policies,
including the Concerted Action for the EED, Member States’ EED Expert Group, IEA’s Energy
Efficiency Working Party and Energy Efficiency Hub.

Vesna BUKARICA, PhD .l.- EIH P
Senior Researcher, Head of Department for Energy Efficiency -
At EIHP, Croatia’s Energy Institute eﬂefl rsto

Vesna Bukarica holds Ph.D. in technical sciences — electrical engineering.
She is currently employed as the Head of Department for Energy Efficiency
within Energy Institute Hrvoje PoZar (EIHP), Zagreb, Croatia. She has
more than 20 years of experience in sustainable energy. Her expertise is development of policy
instruments (regulatory, information and financing measures) for promoting energy efficiency
and evaluation of their multiple effects. She has been involved in many energy policies projects
in Croatia and wider, conducted for the relevant authorities and/or international institutions.
She acted as a leading energy efficiency expert in preparation of Croatian national energy
efficiency programme and action plans (NEEAPs) as well as in the preparation of Croatian
National Energy and Climate Plan (NECP) in the dimension of energy efficiency. She
participated in the preparation of laws and regulations on energy efficiency and related by laws
in Croatia. She is continuously involved in processes related to the monitoring, reporting and
verification of energy savings.

Altan Sahin A&
Senior Expert at the Austrian Energy Agency

AUSTRIAN ENERGY AGENCY

And coordinator of the SaveEnergyTogether project

Altan Sahin is a Senior Expert on consumer behavior at the Austrian  save energy
Energy Agency. He works in national and international projects  f°9ether
focused on energy efficiency in households, promoting energy-saving
behaviors, and raising awareness about the energy transition. Another focus of his work is
energy poverty and supporting affected households. Additionally, he also deals with equality
issues in the energy sector as part of his work.
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Building on over 30 years of experience, ODYSSEE-MURE provides
comprehensive monitoring of energy consumption and efficiency trends,
alongside an evaluation of energy efficiency policy measures by sector across all
27 EU Member States, Switzerland, and the Energy Community Contracting
Parties, supporting their efforts to strengthen alignment with the EU.

To present its results in an interactive and engaging way for policymakers,
stakeholders, researchers, and other actors in the energy efficiency field, the
project develops dedicated data and policy tools based on its two core
databases: ODYSSEE and MURE.

In its current phase (May 2025 — November 2027), ODYSSEE-MURE focuses
on supporting the national implementation and monitoring of key provisions of
the recast Energy Efficiency Directive (EU) 2023/1791.

ENEFIRST+ (Nov.2023 — Oct.2026) provides key stakeholders in all Member
States with the technical support needed to effectively implement Energy
Efficiency First (EE1st) across various sectors, particularly focusing on key
decision-making processes.

ENEFIRST+ complements existing resources to plug EE1st in the decision
making for investments in energy infrastructure, energy planning, and designing
incentives and policies. The project has tested this approach in four countries
(Croatia, Italy, Greece and Poland) with pilot cases dealing with grid
investments, SECAPs, heating and cooling plans and demand-response among
small end-users.

SEED-MICAT (Dec. 2023 — Nov.2026) — ‘Support Energy Efficiency Deployment
with the Multiple Impacts Calculation Tool’, supports the EU and its Member
States in integrating Multiple Impacts (Ml) into the implementation of the
Energy Efficiency First (EE1st) principle across all governance levels.

By providing robust analytical tools, the project highlights the importance of
considering both energy demand and supply pathways to climate neutrality.

It expands its Ml framework to include renewable energy, promotes policy
integration, and demonstrates its application in practice. SEED MICAT also
delivers replication analysis, capacity building, and targeted dissemination to
support the wider uptake of the EE1st principle.

SaveEnergyTogether (Jan. 2024 — Dec. 2026) supports households and
municipalities across five Member States (Austria, Germany, Lithuania, Portugal
and Slovenia) in implementing simple Energy Efficiency Interventions (sEEIs)
that deliver immediate, low-cost energy savings and GHG emission reductions.
Rooted in the Energy Efficiency First principle, the project prioritises every day,
accessible actions as a key lever for demand-side energy savings.
SaveEnergyTogether operationalises this approach through locally tailored,
campaign-based pilots, combining targeted communication, education and
personalised advice. The project tests and evaluates these interventions across
diverse regional contexts and target groups, such as social housing residents,
schoolchildren and municipal staff, using public events, workshop settings,
municipal outreach and national online hubs. In parallel, the project applies Cost
Benefit Analysis methodologies to assess the effectiveness, efficiency and
scalability of campaign-based sEEls, demonstrating their value compared to
traditional energy-saving measures and supporting evidence-based decision-
making for policy makers and local authorities.

The four projects are co-funded by the European Union under project IDs 101215674, 101120599,
101120880 and 101120878 respectively. Views and opinions expressed during the event are however
those of the speakers only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or CINEA.


https://www.odyssee-mure.eu/
https://ee1st.eu/
https://micatool.eu/seed-micat-project-en/
https://www.climatealliance.org/projects/saveenergytogether/
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